










11 June 19^8 
ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 
• ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOE LATIN AMERICA 
SPEECH MADE BY THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
MR. CLAUDE BOWERS 
Mr. Chairman: 
The United States avails i t s e l f of this opportunity to 
express i t s appreciation of the whole hearted and generous 
hospitality, and the many courtesies of the Chilean government to the 
delegates now assembled here i n Santiago. 
The Government and the people of the United States have taken an 
active interest i n the well-being and the development of the Latin 
American peoples for more than a century and a half. Through a l l these 
years the social, cultural, economic and p o l i t i c a l ties between us have 
grown stronger, and to our mutual benefit. In the economic f i e l d , we of 
the Western Hemisphere have become accustomed to dealing with the many 
problems of common interest through friendly discussions and earnest 
co-operation. We "believe that the habit of.co-operation which developed 
with such success before the last war, and which continued with such 
benefit to the cause of freedom throughout that war, w i l l continue and 
with ever more f r u i t f u l results in the coming years. 
The nations of Latin America are playing an increasingly active role 
in the various organs of the United Nations, and i n the specialized agencies. 
We are very fortunate i n having with us here many distinguished delegates 
vin have ahly represented their countries at important international 
meetings of the Ad B<*c Committee of the Economio and Social Ccuncil and 
of the Cpuncil Itself, which established this Commission. We are 
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fortunate In having the benefit of their experience and wise counsel i n 
the work of this F i r s t Session of the Economic Commission for l a t i n America. , 
The United States "believes that this Commission, under 
the auspices of the United Mations, and with the co-operation of the 
specialized agencies, w i l l make a significant contribution to the 
solution of urgent economic problems in Latin America. We are 
confident, also, that thia Commission w i l l agree upon suitable 
arrangements to insure that this contribution w i l l be made without 
duplicating the work of the Inter-American Economic and Social Council, 
other Inter-American agencies, and the Caribbean Commission. 
The United States. Government has given considerable attention 
to this problem. .Both this commission and the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council have broad terms of reference i n the economic f i e l d . 
Theoretically i t might be possible to draw, in advance, lines of 
demarcation f i r the division of functions between these organizations. 
Under the circumstances, however, we believe that the allocation of work 
should be mede on a practical basis, having i n mind the special 
advantages of, and the f a c i l i t i e s available to, each of these 
organizations. 
Thus this Commission w i l l , we believe, recognize that the 
Inter-American Economie and Social Council i s already charged with the 
performance of certain specific tasko. One of the most important of 




these i s the preparation for the Buenos Aires Economic Conference. 
This responsibility was placed upon the Council a t .the recent-Conference 
at Bogota, and this Commission w i l l no doubt, recognize this fact i n , 
planning i t s own a c t i v i t i e s . 
In the light of these considerations, I shall now refer 
to the program of work which the Secretariat might undertake between 
now and the next session. I would like to suggest that the Secretariat 
might usefully undertake the following specific tasks: 
1. As the Assistant Secretary-General of the United 
Nations', Mr. David Owen, has suggested, i t is time that a general 
economic survey of Latin America be undertaken. We feel that the survey 
of the European economy recently completed by the Secretariat of the 
Economic Commission for Europe would serve as a useful guide. A survey 
of this kind should lead toward the. solution of urgent economic problems 
and assist the Commission in determining i t s future program., We believe 
that such a survey might also f a c i l i t a t e the work of the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council i n connection with i t s preparation for the 
Buenos Aires Conference. In order that the survey may be as useful 
as possible, i t i s suggested that the topics to be covered should be 
worked out i n consultation with the Secretariat of the mter-American 
Economic and Social Council. 
2. We feel thaïs this Comíais s ion should adopt the 
suggestion of the Food and Agriculture Organization, made pursuant to 
the resolution nf the Economic and Social Council, for the establish-
ment of a joint working-party, on the Secretariat level, which w i l l 
study what are the principal requisites for increasing Latin American 
agricultural production. The United States JTeels that such a joint 
working party, which w i l l correspond to similar joint working parties 
established by the Food and Agriculture ^ Organization and the other 
regional commissions, Would be of .greett value,- not only to Latin America, 
/but to the 
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hut to the world as a whole.. 
In addition to the adoption of a program, there i s the 
matter ^f establishing machinery for the maintenance of close and 
continuous l i a i s o n between this Commission and the Inter-American 
Economic and Sócia] Council. Such machinery might include r e c i p r o c a l 
representation of each organization at the meetings of the other; the 
regular exchange of documents; and continuous consultation on a . 
Secretariat l e v e l . 
These arrangements w i l l be needed, for example, i n the 
f i e l d of s t a t i s t i c s . I t seems to he generally agreed that the c o l l e c t i o n 
of s t a t i s t i c s Bhould not, except perhaps i n a few special cases, be a. 
regional function, and we are i n agreement with the Secretariat's 
suggestion that a f u l l y operative s t a t i s t i c a l u n i t should not be.estab-
lis h e d by ' this Commission. We believe, however, that there is.much to 
be done i n L a t i n America i n the f i e l d of s t a t i s t i c s . 
Among the tasks to be performed i s the determination i n 
collaboration with the S t a t i s t i c a l Office of the United Nations of what 
economic data are available, what additional data are. required> and 
what stepB should be taken to c o l l e c t these data. . 
Accordingly, we would favor the establishment by th i s 
Commission and by the Inter-American Economic and Soc i a l Council of a 
Joint S t a t i s t i c a l Committee, at the secretariat l e v e l , which Would 
work i n close contact with the S t a t i s t i c a l Office. Among the f i r B t Jobs 
which such a j o i n t committee might usefully undertake would be to 
a s s i s t the Inter-American Economic and Soc i a l Council i n the preparation 
of the questionnaire which w i l l be sent out shortly i n connection with 
the Buenos Aires Economic Conference. 
I t m&y also be found desirable to take some action i n regard • 
to the r e l a t i o n between th i s Commission and the Caribbean Commission. 





assistance. I t i s perhaps unnecessary f o r me to point out that expert 
assistance of almost a l l kinds i s available from private sources. 
There are also inter-governmental and national agencies i n t h i s f i e l d . 
The General Assembly of the United Nations, the Economic and S o c i a l 
Council, and the Economic and Employment Commission have already given 
th i s subject a great deal of attention. The Secretary-General of the 
United Nations has announced that his s t a f f i s equipped to provide 
expert assistance, upon request, i n a large number of f i e l d s including 
the economic, transport and communications, and s t a t i s t i c a l f i e l d s . 
The specialized agencies have already done a considerable amount of 
work of th i s nature. Inter-American agencies have accomplished much i n 
the past, and A r t i c l e 6h of the Charter of the Organization of American 
States s p e c i f i c a l l y charges the Inter-American Economic and S o c i a l 
Council with t h i s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . F i n a l l y , many of the governments here 
represented have worked out with my government mutually satisfactory 
b i l a t e r a l arrangements for the furnishing of expert assistance and 
technical t r a i n i n g . 
In view of the wide-spread a v a i l a b i l i t y of assistance • 
from ex i s t i n g sources we believe that this Commission should confine 
i t s a c t i v i t i e s i n this f i e l d to l i a i s o n with the organizations already 
active i n th i s work and to the rendering of only such assistance, i n 
dir e c t connection with s p e c i f i c projects undertaken by th i s Commission, 
as may not be available from these other sources. 
Before closing, Mr. Chairman, I should l i k e to say that 
my Government i s deeply conscious of the vastness, complexity and urgency 
of the economic problems now confronting almost every Nation, i n t h i s 
hemisphere and elsewhere. My country has not yet recovered from the 
effects of the war. The supply of many things f a l l s f a r short of domestic 
requirements; prices of many things are high; and the burden of taxation 





co-operation with others, to hasten world economic recovery, without 
which the s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l , and p o l i t i c a l structures i n many countries 
w i l l continue to he threatened. 
This great task of economic recovery end advancement 
requires the maximum e f f o r t of every country, within i t s own borders, 
i n co-operation with i t s neighbors, and through the various international 
agencies concerned. I am confident that every Nation i n th i s hemisphere 
w i l l do i t s part, to the f u l l extent of i t s a b i l i t y , to bring about a 
rapid and substantial improvement i n economic conditions here and i n the 
rest of the world. 
.It has sometimes been suggested that the large i n d u s t r i a l 
countries are opposed to the i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n of the La t i n American 
nations. I a v a i l myself of this opportunity to say with a l l possible 
emphasis that t h i s i s not remotely true of the United States, and 
the distinguished delegates of France and of the united Kingdom have 
aTjready denied i t on behalf of their own countries. The i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n 
nf the Latin American nations and the mechanization of th e i r agriculture 
w i l l , i n our opinion, enhance the prosperity of these nations and by 
virt u e of that f a c t contribute to the prosperity of a l l the other 
nations nf the world. Nature has lavished on the La t i n American Nations 
resources which, when further developed, w i l l l i f t the economic status 
of the i r peoples, increase the i r buying power, and contribute to the 
happiness and contentment of the whole human race. 
